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that looks north is the way down for men. The other, facing
south, is meant for the gods; and as immortals come in by this
way it is not used by men at all.
It was here that the Phaeacians put in, knowing the spot; and
such was the headway of the ship, rowed by those able hands,
that when she drove against the shore a full half of her keel's
length mounted the beach. They rose from the benches, jumped
out, and made it their first task to lift Odysseus, sheet, glossy
rug and all, out of the gallant ship and deposit him on the sand
still fast asleep. Next they took out all the treasures which
Athene's generous impulse had caused their noble countrymen
to give him when he left for home. These they stacked in a pile
by the trunk of the olive-tree, weU away from the path, lest
some passer-by should happen to come upon them before he
awoke and rob him. This done, they set out for home.
Meanwhile the Lord of the Earthquake, who had by no
means forgotten the threats he had once uttered against the
noble Odysseus, tried to find out what purpose was in Zeus'
mind.' Father Zeus,' he said,(the immortal gods will think no-
thing of me, flouted as I am by mortal men, by these Phaeacians,
I mean, who after all are sprung from my own stock. Jsaid that
Odysseus should suffer much before he reached his home,
though I never put a final ban on his return, once you had
promised it and nodded your assent. But now these people have
brought him over the sea in their good ship and landed him
asleep in Ithaca, after showering gifts upon him, gifts of copper,
gold, and woven stuffs in such profusion as he could never have
won for himself from Troy, even if he had come back unhurt
with his fair share of the spoils.'
* Imperial Earthshaker/ replied the Gatherer of the Clouds,
'your fears are preposterous! The gods are innocent of all irre-
verence towards you. Indeed it would be an abominable thing
for them to scoff at the eldest and best of their company. As for
mankind, if anyone thinks himself powerful enough to slight
you, you have all the future in which to take your revenge. You
are free to please yourself: act as you see fit/

